History of Philosophy: Renaissance through Enlightenment;
Worksheet on John Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690, pp. 270-290)

1. On pp. 272-276, Locke gives a number of arguments against the idea trumpeted by Descartes that there are a priori ideas.  Which arguments do you find most compelling?  
2. What’s an idea (p. 276)?

3. Where do all ideas come from (pp. 276-7)?
4. Where do we get the idea of solidity, or impenetrability, from (p. 283)?

5. How does Locke define the difference between primary and secondary qualities of bodies (pp. 286-290)?  Is this any different from Galileo’s and Descartes’ versions of the distinction?  Explain.

6. What’s the point of Locke’s example of putting two hands in the same water (p. 288-9)?
7. Does Locke think that we could ever, in principle, understand the true primary qualities of bodies, and how they cause secondary qualities in our minds?  What do you make of his position?
