Worksheet on Locke, Second Treatise of Government (1689), 

sections 87-99, 119-168, 199-124 (pp. 46-53, 63-88, 101-124)
14. What is the sole purpose of people coming together to bring themselves out of the state of nature and into a political society, which Locke also calls a “civil society”, “political society,” “body politic”, “community”, “common-wealth”, or just “society” (¶87)?

15. A common-wealth has two powers (¶88).  What are these?  Which governmental powers do these give rise to?

16. What does Locke think about absolute monarchy (¶¶90-94)?  (Here, remember the French Bourbon Kings Louis XIII and Louis XIV, so much admired by the British Kings Charles II and his brother James II.)

17. When does someone give tacit consent to a government (¶¶119-122)? 

18. In ¶¶123-127, Locke states very clearly why he thinks people would leave the state of nature and join into civil societies.  Why does he think they would do this?

19. What powers that people have in the state of nature do they give up when they enter into a civil society (¶¶128-131)?

20. Which governmental power is supreme – the legislative or the executive (¶¶132-134, 149-150)?

(“Salus populi suprema lex” in ¶158 means “the good of the people is the highest law”.)

21. In lines 8-14 on p. 83, Locke defines the prerogative of the executive.  Explain this in your own words.  What is the purpose of such prerogative (¶¶159-162, 166)?

*22. The General Accounting Office (GAO) is the investigative arm of Congress.  On Wednesday, January 30, 2002, the GAO sued the White House (i.e., the executive branch of the Federal government) to obtain notes concerning an energy task force headed by Vice President Dick Cheney that met early in George W. Bush’s administration to develop an energy policy.  The GAO demanded to know which business leaders (including representatives of the now infamous Enron Corporation) met with the task force, when they did so, and what was discussed at those meetings.

Cheney has refused the GAO’s request on the grounds that it violates executive prerogative.  He this to say on a talk show interview with John King on Sunday, January 27, 2002: “[The GAO’s demand] is fundamentally wrong. I have been in town now off-and-on for 34 years. And during that period of time, there's been a constant, steady erosion of the prerogatives and the power in the Oval Office, a continual encroachment by Congress, War Powers Act, Anti-Impoundment and Budget Control Act, previous instances where presidents have given up, if you will, important principles. So the office is weaker today than it was 30, 35 years ago.

“What we're committed to is to make sure we preserve the office at least as strong as we found it for our successors. And it makes, again, absolutely no sense for us to say, well, there's some political unrest, therefore we ought to compromise on a basic fundamental principle.”

What would Locke have to say about Cheney’s defense of executive prerogative in this case – given Locke’s definition of prerogative, and especially what he has to say about encroachments upon executive prerogative in ¶¶163-166?

23. Explain in your own words what Locke understands by “tyranny” (¶199).

24. The last two sentences of ¶212 had a great effect on the American Revolution against British rule.  Under what conditions is a people justified in rejecting an old government (legislature) in favor of a new one?  

25. Locke sees two basic reasons for dissolving a government.  Either the prince (i.e., the king) does something wrong in one of four ways (214-220), or the legislature does something wrong (¶¶221-222).  From what you know about the American Revolution, which of these conditions under which a government can be dissolved do you think was most important at the founding of this country?  Why?

(In ¶235 [p. 119], “ubi tu pulsas, ego vapulo tantum” means “where you strike, I will get that much of a beating”.

The three lines of Latin below that mean:

“Such is the poor man’s ‘freedom’:

After being slugged to a pulp, he may beg, as a special favor; 

To be left with his last few remaining teeth.”)
26. Who has the right to judge whether the government has acted in an untrustworthy manner, and may thus be dissolved (¶¶240-243)?  Why?
