Worksheet on John Locke (1632-1704), Second Treatise of Government (1689), sections 1-61 (pp. 5-35)
1. What political purpose does Locke in the second sentence of the “Preface” claim for the Second Treatise of Government?  (“Sir Robert”, by the way, is Robert Filmer, who supported the divine right of kings to rule, and whose views Locke attacked in the First Treatise of Government.  Locke summarizes these arguments in Chapter I [pp. 7-8].  You needn’t bother with the details.)

2. Locke follows the tradition of Hobbes (and Richard Hooker [1554-1600] before him) in trying to justify society and government as a solution to problems that arise in the state of nature, i.e., in the way things were with people before there were any societies.  Locke (¶4) claims that the state of nature involves perfect freedom and equality.  What does he mean by this?  Freedom to do what?  Equality in which respects?

3. What do people in the state of nature not have the freedom, or “license”, to do (¶6)?

4. What does a person in the state of nature have the right to do if someone else tries to harm him or her in his life, health, liberty, or possessions (¶¶7-12)?

5. Recall that Hobbes thought that all people in the state of nature were at the same time necessarily at war with each other.  For Locke, this is not the case (¶¶16-19).  Why not?  At what point does a state of war among people break out in the state of nature?

6. In ¶¶20-21, Locke discusses “one great reason of men’s putting themselves into society, and quitting the state of nature”.  What is this?

7. What is the difference between people’s liberty in the state of nature from people’s liberty in society (¶22)?

*8. Locke (¶¶23-24 and later, in ¶172) argues that slavery is legitimate when it is “the state of war continued, between a lawful conqueror and a captive”.  How does he use this argument to legitimize slavery?  What do you make of this argument?

9. In the state of nature, people have a right to their property.  What makes something in nature (say, fruit, a deer, acorns, apples, a whale, or a rabbit) yours, as opposed to anyone else’s (¶¶26-28)?

10. What limits are there to someone’s property in the state of nature (¶31)?  (Note: “ingross” means “take in”, or “hoard”; and “propriety” means “property”.)

*11. When does someone own a piece of land as his or her property (¶¶32-44)?  What consequences does Locke draw from this for “the wild Indian” (i.e., Native Americans, ¶26, ¶41, ¶43, ¶46) and the European colonist-farmer (¶36)?  Do you think he is right here?

12. What crucial effect does the invention of money have on people’s right to own property (¶¶45-50)? 

13. What is the purpose (or “end”) of law (¶57)?

