History of Philosophy: Ren. through En.
Worksheet on Gottfried W.F. Leibniz (1646-1716), Discourse on Metaphysics (1686), sections 1-13
1. How does Leibniz define “God” in Section 1?  How does he elaborate on this definition?

2. In Section 2, Leibniz, much like Spinoza (see question 5), argues against the view “that the works of God are good solely for the formal reason that God has made them.”  What is his argument?  [NOTE: A very good paper topic would be to compare and contrast Spinoza’s and Leibniz’ arguments.]

3. In the second paragraph of Section 3, Leibniz attempts to reconcile two seemingly incompatible views.  What are these?  How does he attempt to reconcile them?

4. In Sections 5 and 6, Leibniz elaborates and defines what he means when he says that this is “the most perfect world”.  In what does the perfection of this world consist?   Do you see any problems with this definition of perfection?

