History of Philosophy: Renaissance through Enlightenment (650:103); 

handout on Aristotle’s On the Soul
I. Life:

All living things have ________________ with ________________:

1. A mere body with organs only has the ________________ for life.  (The organs of bodies are the topic of anatomy.)
2. A ________________ substance is a body with organs that has the ________________ for undertaking certain ________________ (i.e., the functions of living).
· Aristotle’s term for capacity is first ________________, or first entelecheia, where “en-telecheia” means the presence of a living substance’s _________ _______ within the substance itself. 
· The final causes of living substances are certain kinds of ________________.
· In merely living substances, this final cause is in the substance in a ________________ state.  (An example of first actuality is ________________ to add.)
· Living things (the topic of biology) are differentiated from mere bodies by the fact that the final cause of their activity is ________________ them (although in a potential state), whereas the final cause of active bodies is ________________ them (i.e., their natural place). 
· This first actuality of a body with organs is its ________________.  Since what it is to be alive is to have a soul, the soul is the essence, or ________________ cause of a living substance.  (The soul is the topic of biology).
3. When a living substance actually carries out the ________________ of living, its soul is ________________.

· The soul of such an active living substance is the substance’s ________________ actuality.  (An example of second actuality is ________________.)

· The soul of such an active substance is the ________________ cause of the substance’s activity.  

· In active living substances, the final cause of the substance is in an ________________ state.

II. Body and soul:

Since souls are defined just as the ________________ of bodies with organs to engage in certain activities, souls are ________________ from bodies.

Thus Aristotle differs from the view of the soul that we find in ________________ and ________________.

(But see Bk III, Ch 5: 430a 22-26; and Book II, Ch 2: 413b 24-26 on the separable active intellect, in which we become ________________, if not _____________ itself).

III. Kinds of souls:

Since souls are defined as the capacity for certain functions, or activities; kinds of ________________ are differentiated by kinds of functions, or ________________.  

1. ________________ /________________: 

· performed by the nutritive/reproductive ________________

· the most ________________ function of soul

· the only function possessed by ________________

· the function of soul possessed by ___________ living substances

· directed toward making ________________ substance like itself, i.e., one with a similar form (All souls strive to be immortal, but animal and plant souls are mortal; thus the best they can do is to perpetuate the ________________.)

2. ________________:

· performed by the perceiving ________________

· unique to ________________ souls.

· the ________________ reception of the ________________ form of a ________________ object without its ________________.  (If sense-organs received the matter of their objects, then they would receive active forms; in such cases, if you perceived a pot you would literally be a _____________________.)

· The sense-organs receive the forms of their objects like ________________ receives a ________________.

· Sense-perception is always (or at least normally) ________________, at least for the special objects of each sense (e.g., color for sight, sour for taste, etc.).

· Although ________________ is the most basic and common sense, ________________ is the best (since seeing gives us the forms most precisely, with the least need for physical, material contact with objects)

· ___________ senses can perceive movement, rest, number, shape, and size.

· with sense-perception comes:

a. ________________ and ________________

b. ________________ (for what’s pleasant)

c. (in some cases) ________________ (for what you desire); unlike perception, usually false (alas!)

d. (in some cases) ________________ (of what you desire)

e. (in some cases) ________________ (to get what they desire)

3. ________________ (noein; here, primarily theoretical, as opposed to practical, reason):

· the ________________ production of potential ________________ forms.

· This is accomplished by a process of ________________ that operates on sense-perceptions and memories of sense-perceptions.

· Abstraction removes the ________________ features of the forms of particular objects of sense-perception, leaving only the ________________ features, common to all objects of a type.

· For example, after experiencing particular brown, black, red, and white dogs, your mind produces the ________________ form of dog, which doesn’t have any particular color.

Aristotle on potential vs. actual and particular vs. universal forms:

    forms

universal (e.g., the form of potness)
particular (e.g., the form of this pot)

in reality
NO; only “idiots” like Plato

actualized forms in particular substances

(actual)
believe in these


only in mind
the object of intellect (nous),

the objects of perception and imagination:

(potential)
i.e., theoretical reason


literally impressions on the back of the eye
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· Since thought has universal forms as its objects, and since these objects don’t exist in reality, they exist only in the ________________.  Thus “actual knowledge is ________________ with its object” (Bk. III, Ch. 5: 430a 20).

· Strictly speaking, thought (noein) just involves producing and contemplating potential universal forms.  Thus thought is different from ________________ (episteme), which involves making a ________________ about these forms.  

a. All judgments involve combining a subject (what the judgment is about) with a ________________ (a property asserted or denied of the subject). 

b. The “link” in the judgment that combines subject with predicate is expressed by “________”: the “copula”.

c. Judgments are of 4 forms: “_______S is P” (affirmative particular), “Some S is _______P” (negative particular), “_______S is P” (affirmative universal), “_______S is P” (negative universal).

d. Unlike pure thought or pure sense-perception, judgments can be _______.  This is because it’s always possible for a judgment to ____________the predicate with the subject in the _______way. 
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