Philosophy: Basic Questions; Prof. Boedeker; handout on Plato’s Phaedo

Plato’s Phaedo seems to consist of a series of _________________ that Socrates gives for why the soul must be _________________.  But there’s also something deeper going on.  Socrates is setting an _________________ of how to live a good human life.

I. The “surface level” of the text: arguments for the immortality of the soul:

A. Socrates’ first argument for the immortality of the soul:

Stage 1: Immortality:

We begin with two premises:

P1: The real objects of knowledge are the _________________ (what’s really real).

P2: The Forms cannot be known by the _________________ senses, but only by the _________________.

From P1 and P2 we can conclude:

C1: If someone is ever to have pure _________________ 
, he must despise his _________________ as evil
 and be concerned only with his _________________.

Now we add a third premise:

P3: The soul is completely separated from the body only at _________________.

From C1 and P3, we can conclude:

C2: If someone is ever to have pure knowledge, he can have this only after _________________.

From C2, we can conclude:

C3: If someone is ever to have pure knowledge, his soul must _________________ after death.

Stage 2: Philosophy and death:

We now add a definition of a “lover of wisdom” (= a “philo-sopher”):

Definition: A lover of wisdom is someone who spends his life trying to attain pure _________________ .
From this definition and P3 we can conclude:

C4: A lover of wisdom spends his life trying “to live in a state as close to _________________ as possible”.
 

We can now add a final premise:

P4: No one should resent or fear what he’s ________ _____ ______ trying to achieve.

From C4 and P4 we can conclude:

C5: A lover of wisdom should not ______________ ____________________.

B. Socrates’ final argument for the immortality of the soul:

1. This argument is based on a distinction between two different kinds of things:

a. Some things can have 2 ______________________ properties.

For example, because Simmias is taller than Socrates but shorter than Phaedo, Simmias is both ______________ and _______________.  And tallness and shortness are ______________________ properties.

b. Other things __________________ have 2 opposite properties.  

a. For example, take snow and fire, and the opposite properties of hotness and coldness.  Snow must be ______________, but cannot be ____________.  And fire must be ___________, but cannot be _________________.  

b. Similarly, take the _______________ and the ________ ______________, and the opposite properties of oddness and evenness.  Because there are 4 Beatles (John, Paul, George, and Ringo), the Beatles must be _____________, but cannot be __________.  And since there are 3 Stooges (Larry, Moe, and Curly), the 3 Stooges must be __________, but cannot be __________________.  

2. Socrates’ argument that the soul is immortal, and thus indestructible, rests on showing that the soul is something that can’t have 2 opposite properties:

We begin with the following premise:

P1: If an organism has a soul, then it’s ___________________; and if an organism lacks a soul, then it’s ___________________.  

From P1, Socrates argues that we can conclude:

C1: Souls must be _______________________, and cannot be ________________. 

Now let define “immortality”:

Definition 1: Whatever must be _________________ and cannot be ____________ is immortal.

From C1 and Definition 1, we can conclude:

C2: Souls are _______________________. 
Now let’s definite of “immortality”:

Definition 2: Whatever is ______________________ is indestructible.

From C2 and Definition 2, we can conclude:

C3: Souls are ____________________________.

II. What’s really going on in the Phaedo:

A. Clues that there’s more to the Phaedo than just the particular arguments Socrates gives: 

1. Plato makes a point of telling us that he ______________ present at the scene.  He also doesn’t write the dialogue ______________ about the scene.  Instead, the “Phaedo” is a dialogue between Phaedo, who was at the scene, and Eschecrates, who wasn’t.  And it’s clear that Plato ______________ present during this dialogue, either!  Thus Plato is “twice ______________” from the “Phaedo”.  This clearly suggests that we’re not supposed to take the dialogue as anything like a verbatim ______________ of what transpired.  Instead, the “Phaedo” is a work of ______________.

2. Socrates has been writing _________________ during his last days (60c-61c).  This is surprising, since Socrates never did this before, but only _________________.  This would seem to suggest that we should pay attention not just to the philosophizing in the Phaedo, but also to the _________________.  And the story depicts Socrates’ calmness and _________________ as he faces _________________.  
3. The whole topic of the immortality of the soul is predicated on Simmias’ __________________________ of Socrates’ statement that Evenus, since he’s a philosopher, follow him “as soon as possible.”  Simmias misunderstands Socrates here, however, and assumes that Socrates is advising Evenus to ________ ____________.  Instead, Socrates means that Evenus should follow the example that Socrates sets of how to be a _________________ in the face of _________________.
4. One thing the story focuses on is the _________________ of Socrates and his friends.  There’s no point in the story in which we don’t know just how everyone is _________________.  Thus in some way _________________, and not just arguments, are an important part of the Phaedo.

5. Socrates admits: “I am in danger at this moment of not having a _________________ attitude about [whether the philosopher’s soul is immortal]…; I am eager to __________________________ in argument…  I shall be very _________________ that I should myself be thoroughly convinced that things are so” (91a).

6. Because of this danger, Socrates cautions his friends to “give but little thought to _________________ but much more to the _________________” (91c).

7. Socrates’ last words are “Crito, we owe a cock to Asclepius; make this offering to him and do not forget” (118a).  The practice he’s referring to is that of sacrificing a cock to Asclepius by sick people hoping for a cure.  Our translator tells us that “Socrates obviously means that death is a cure for the ills of life” (footnote 24).  So our translator thinks it’s obvious that Socrates has _________________ himself that his soul is about to be “cured” by being released from its evil _________________.  But this interpretation can’t be right.  That is, if Socrates were really sure of the soundness of his arguments for the immortality of his soul, then he would have no need to _________________ that his soul would survive after his death.  So Socrates must mean something else than that death is certainly a cure for _________________.

8. Socrates makes it clear that what he really hopes will survive his death is not his own personal soul, but “______ ______________” (89b), i.e., the sort of _________________ discussion that he and his friends are engaging in.  Thus Socrates is not really concerned about his own personal ______________________, but rather the survival of _______________________, i.e., reasoned discussion that seeks to _______________________ basic phenomena.  Whether it does endure is up to Socrates’ friends – and us!!  Will we follow Socrates’ _________________ or not?  
9. Thus the Phaedo is about the relation between philosophy and ______________ – but not as it appears on the surface.  On the surface, it appears that the Phaedo is about philosophy as a preparation for the death of Socrates’ _____________ and the immortality of his ______________________ soul.  Really, the Phaedo is about whether or not __________________ itself will live or die after the death of _______________________.  
B. In the Phaedo, Socrates sets an example of how to be a _________________ human being.  Just what example does Socrates set for us?

1. Some of this is indicated by the setting of the Phaedo (58a-c).  The whole dialogue is taking place at all only because of a combination of three factors:

a. the Athenian custom of abstaining from _________________ until the ship crowned by the priest of Apollo has returned from Delos.  

b. The _________________ have delayed the ship’s return for some time.  

c. Socrates and his friends are talking about the _________________ of the soul because the ship has just returned, and Socrates will be _________________ at sunset.

2. The setting of the Phaedo shows that Socrates, like all of us, is _________________ by three sorts of factors: 

a. our _________________, with its laws, beliefs, and practices. 

b. the _________________, including the weather.

c. the one sure thing “in” life: _________________.

These 3 conditions of human life have a negative and a positive side:

3. Negatively, they _________________ what we can do:

a. The _________________ we happen to be born into and grow up in restricts what we can do.  For example, no American now can be a medieval _________________, a _________________, or a Roman _________________.

b. The way the _________________ happens to be also restricts what we can do.  For example, since there are no more Wooly Mammoths, saber-toothed tigers, or dodos, no one living now can be a _________________ of these animals.

c. If we were _________________, then we would be able to do an almost _________________ number of things.  After all, we’d literally have all the ________ in the world.  But we’re mortal, so there just a _________________ number of things we can ever do.

4. Positively, these 3 conditions of human life make it possible for us to do anything at all:

a. If we weren’t members of some culture, we wouldn’t know what kinds of _________________ we should be: we would have no _________________ options.

b. If we weren’t in some world, we would have no _________________ to become the kinds of people we want to be.

c. If we weren’t mortal, the _________________ we make (to our friends, families, careers, etc.) would lose all _________________.  This is because we would have enough time to _________________ of any commitment we had made, and to make a commitment to _________________.  The fact that our _________________ is limited by our mortality makes the choices we make _________________ to us.

5. The kind of life we lead is up to ________, and depends on the way in which we ___________ with these conditions of our lives.  Socrates sets an example of how to live a good human life by not _________________, or losing his _________________, even in the face of _________________.  Instead, he remains calm, compassionate, and _________________.  This is the example that Socrates sets for us: the example of how to lead a really _________________ life. 


Wisdom turns out not to be actually acquiring ___________________, as it would appear to be in the “Phaedo”.  Instead, wisdom consists in the _________________, critical examination of our ___________________ and our ___________________.  This is what Socrates means when he says: “the ___________________, life is not worth living for men” (Apology, 38a).
� 66d-e.


� 66b.


� 67d; that is, “the one aim of those who practice philosophy in the proper manner is to practice for dying and death” (64a).  
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