Philosophy: Basic Questions
Prof. Boedeker
 handout on Augustine

I. Some important events:

306 CE: Constantine becomes _______________________ Emperor.

312: Flaming _______________________ incident in the battle of the Milvian Bridge against Maxentius.

313: Edict of Milan: _______________________ of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire.

337: Constantine _______________________ on his deathbed.

354: Augustine born (in modern-day Algeria).

370: Augustine studies in Carthage.
373-383: Augustine joins Manichean sect in Carthage.

383: Augustine becomes rhetoric professor in Rome, then Milan.

387: Augustine _______________________.
395: Augustine becomes _______________________ in Hippo (in modern-day Tunisia).

410: Visigoths sack _______________________.

412-421: Augustine debates Pelagians.

430: Augustine dies (as Vandals besiege Hippo).

455: Vandals sack _______________________, effectively ending the Roman Empire.

II. The problem of evil:

Stage 1: Does God cause (moral) evil?
There are 2 kinds of evil:

1. _______________________ evil (= sin): bad occurrences caused by _______________________ (= not forced) action.

2. _______________________ evil: bad occurrences not caused by voluntary action.

P1: God is _______________________, and thus

omniscient (there’s nothing true that He doesn’t _______________________)

omnipotent (there’s nothing possible that He can’t _______________________)

(omni)benevolent (His will contains only good, and no _______________________).

From P1, we can conclude:

C1: All things that God causes are _______________________.
P2: (Moral) evil _______________________.

From C1 and P2, we can conclude:

C2: God did not cause _______________________.

Stage 2: So what is responsible for (moral) evil?
One answer: Manichaeism, named for the Babylonian (now Iranian) Mani (“Manes”, or “Manichaeus”), who flourished after around 250 CE (about 100 years before Augustine’s birth).

Manichaeism holds that the universe is ruled by two competing forces: 

· _______________________ (God, light, knowledge, the soul) 

and 

· _______________________ (the Devil, darkness, ignorance, matter).

Augustine vs. Manichaeism: If Evil controls part of the universe, then there is something that God can’t _______________________: control Evil!
Thus Manichaeism is incompatible with one of God’s perfections: _______________________.

Stage 3: So what does cause (moral) evil?

With the defeat of Manichaeism, we now can add:

P3: All things are caused by _______________________.

From C1 and P3, we can conclude:

C3: All things are _______________________.

From P2 and C3, we can conclude:

C4: (Moral) evil is not a _______________________; evil is a “_______________________”.

What sense can we make of this?

Evil is nothing positive.  It is just a _______________ ___________ from 

the _______________________ things in the universe (= knowledge of eternal truths)

to 

the _______________________ good things (= the body and its pleasures).

(see Plato’s Phaedo, 66d-67b)
Stage 4: What causes this turning away?

Recall:

C2: God did not cause (moral) evil.

And recall that (for Augustine) evil human acts are not caused by the Force of Evil.

Augustine’s answer:

C5: Human ______________ ______________ causes (moral) evil.
III. Group exercise:

Did Andrea Yates know good from evil (right from wrong) when she killed her 5 children?

Group 1: yes.

Group 2: no.

Did Andrea Yates act by her own free will in killing her 5 children?

Group 3: yes.

Group 4: no.

Did Andrea Yates’ psychotic delusions cause her to kill her 5 children?

Group 5: no.

Group 6: yes.

IV. Some metaphysical questions:
A. Divine providence
1. God is omniscient, and thus knows all _______________________ events before they will happen.  Thus God knows our _________________ before they happen.
2. Question: Is human free will compatible with God’s providence?  The following 2 propositions seem incompatible:
a. God knows all things (including all ______________________ events) in advance, including our __________________.
b. We sin _____________________, and not by _______________________.
3. Augustine’s response: These 2 propositions are incompatible only if all things that God knows in advance happen by necessity and not voluntarily.  But this assumption is ____________________.
4. Argument from __________________________ for the falsity of this assumption:
a. We have memories of ___________________ things that we didn’t ___________________. 

b. God, being omniscient, has “memory” of all ______________________ events, but doesn’t __________________ all of them.
c. In particular, God knows our ___________________ in advance, but _________ _________ cause them.
d. Thus God is not responsible for our ___________________ of our free will: only ____________ are.
B. If we sin entirely by our own free will, then don’t we also do ____________________ entirely by our own free will?  That is, isn’t our free will entirely responsible for our _________________________________?
1. Pelagius: Since there’s no original ____________, we don’t need God’s ___________________ in order to help us make _______________ use of our free wills.
2. Augustine vs. Pelagians: 

P1: All good things come from ___________________.
P2: Good human actions are ___________________ things.  

C: Good human actions come from _____________________.
Thus God’s _______________________ is necessary for our free will to do 
______________________.

C. Since we use free will to sin, is free will a _______________________ thing?
Augustine’s response: There are 3 kinds of good things: 
1. greatest goods: virtues that are necessary and _______________________ for righteous living, and which no one can use _______________ (such as justice, prudence, fortitude, temperance, and right reason);

2. intermediate goods: the powers of the soul necessary but _____________ sufficient for righteous living, and which can be used either well or _____________________.  Examples: sight, hearing, deliberation;

and

3. least of good things: _______________ necessary ___________ sufficient for righteous living: forms of _________________.  

Free will is an _______________________ good, and thus a good thing.
D. Even though free will is a good thing, wouldn’t it have been better if God had created the universe without it – since we use it to __________________?
Augustine’s response: No, since if God hadn’t created free will, the universe would be _____________________ good than it actually is.  A universe (such as our own) with intermediate goods has ________________________ total goodness than an otherwise identical universe without them.  And God, being perfect, must create the ___________ of all possible universes.

E. Wouldn’t this universe have been better if God had made our free wills capable only of doing ________________, and not ____________________?

Augustine’s response: No, since a free will ____________________ be capable of doing ____________________ good _______________ evil.  A will that was only capable of doing good wouldn’t be _______________.  Our free wills themselves are _______________________; what’s imperfect is the ___________________ that we sometimes make of them.  But this is ____________ fault, not _________________.
F. Why doesn’t God prevent moral evil (= sin)?

Question 1: __________________ God prevent moral evil?
Answer 1: _____________, since God is _________________________.
Question 2: If God __________________ prevent moral evil, then why doesn’t He – i.e., why doesn’t He prevent people from _______________________?
Answer 2: Because only if there’s the possibility of ____________________ evil can there be a truly great good: _____________________ ( = reward of _____________, punishment of ____________________ sinners).
G. Why doesn’t God prevent natural evil?

Question 3: ___________________ God prevent natural evil?
Answer 3: _____________, since God is _________________________.
Question 4: If God __________________ prevent moral evil, then why doesn’t He?
Answer 4: Because what’s good is not just ____________________ natural events, but also the universe as a ______________________.  Natural evil is merely ____________________________, not real.  All apparent natural evil is part of God’s _______________________, which must work out for the ________________ in the end.  We believe (falsely) that natural evil is real because we’re ______________________ of this plan.
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