Topics for analytic response papers (first two weeks of class):

1. What's a "general name?"  What is Locke's account of their meanings?  What is Berkeley's criticism of Locke's theory?  What's Berkeley's alternative account?  Do you find the criticism or the alternative compelling?  Explain.
 

2. Explain the theory Russell proposes of the meaning of such "property words" as "yellow," "horse," "triangle," (i.e., what Locke would call "general names") in the long 11th paragraph of Chapter IX, "The World of Universals," of "Problems of Philosophy."  (The paragraph begins with "As a matter of fact".)  Does his theory work?  Explain why or why not.
 

3. Explain the argument that Frege makes in the full paragraph on p. 34 of "Function and Concept."  Do you find it convincing?  Explain why or why not.
 

4. Explain the argument that Frege makes in the first full paragraph on p. 64 of "On Sense and Reference."  Do you find it convincing?  Explain why or why not.
 

5. What does Frege mean, especially in "Function and Concept" and "Basic Laws of Arithmetic," when he says that concepts are functions, in a broadly mathematical sense?  How does he distinguish concepts from such ordinary mathematical functions as "x+1," etc.?  How are concepts related to the two "truth-values," which he calls "the true" and "the false?"  What sorts of entities *are* concepts; that is, what does Frege mean when he calls them "unsaturated"?  Evaluate his theory.
