P&F; Prof. Boedeker; worksheet on Foucault, “Right of Life and Power over Death” (from History of Sexuality, Volume I; in Foucault Reader, pp. 258-272)
1. In a passage from The History of Sexuality, Volume I, not included in The Foucault Reader, Foucault admits that “it is possible that the West has not been capable of inventing any new pleasures” (HSI p. 48).  He nevertheless argues that the power relations inherent in discourse about sex were involved in “the very production of sexuality” (HSI p. 105), and that “‘sex’ is historically subordinate to sexuality” (HSI p. 157).  How can these views be reconciled?

2. In “Right of Life and Power over Death”, Foucault returns to the topics of Discipline and Punish: the new relation to the body that developed in the 17th Century in what he calls the “disciplines” of “bio-power”: those means of observing, examining, classifying – and ultimately constituting – human beings in the service of “normalization”.  He characterizes this transition as going “from a symbolics of blood to an analytics of sexuality (p. 269).”  How did traditional, sovereign, or juridico-discursive power treat the life and death of the body?  How are they treated in the new forms of power?  


