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Spring 2003


Prof. Boedeker

Worksheet on Foucault, “The Means of Correct Training” and “Panopticism” from Discipline and Punish (FR, pp. 188-213).
In ‘The Means of Correct Training”, Foucault continues his discussion of 18th-Century techniques of training.  Again, in Merleau-Pontyan terms, such practices continue to operate on the habit-body.

1. Explain Foucault’s crucial concept of “normalization” (pp. 193-197).  How does this differ from merely imposing conformity on a population?
2. How are “hierarchical observation” (pp. 189-193) and the examination (pp. 197-204) used to aid the processes of normalization?

The Panopticon was an ideal prison designed in 1791 by the English jurist and philosopher Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832).  It was a large, circular structure whose outer walls consisted of several levels of barred but otherwise open cells, each opening out onto the single guard tower located in the center.  The cells are illuminated by back-lighting, but the tower is not illuminated at all, and its many windows were hung with venetian blinds.  This permits the guard to see everything that goes on in the cells, but prevents the prisoners from even knowing whether a guard was present.  Foucault sees the Panopticon as the model, or paradigm, for the modern prison and techniques of incarceration, beginning around 1800.  

Again put in Merleau-Pontyan terms, the Panopticon and the modern “correctional” techniques modeled after it operate on the body in a fundamentally new way.  Rather than operating primarily on the habit-body (as had been done in the 18th Century), it operated instead on the body’s power of projecting itself into non-actual situations – so that it will come to act in the desired way even in when the correctional officers are not actually present.  This is the key to what Foucault calls the “panoptical” disciplinary system.
3. How does the Panopticon differ from the older form of prison, the dungeon?  In what ways is it more efficient than the dungeon?  What does the Panopticon accomplish?  
4. Try to think of some contemporary versions of the Panopticon.  (Something at Wal-Mart comes to mind…)
5. How were panoptical techniques employed in “ordering the human multiplicities” (p. 207) beyond the walls of the prison?  What are the here criteria of the “tactics” of panoptical power (p. 207)?  What social factors in the 18th century gave rise to the need for such tactics, and how are these related to the growth of industrial capitalism (pp. 208-211)?

6. How does Foucault see the Enlightenment liberties (individual rights, etc.) as related to the disciplines of observing and classifying people into minutely different types (pp. 211-213)?
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