Nietzsche & Nihilism; Spring 2004; worksheet on Thus Spoke Zarathustra, First Part (1883): Zarathustra’s Prologue and chapters 1-5 and 17 (PN pp. 121-149 and 174-177); Second Part (1883): chapters 1, 2, and 12 (PN pp. 195-200, 225-228); very important: Third Part (1884): chapter 2 (PN pp. 267-272)
Prologue (PN 121-137):
(“Zarathustra” is another word for “Zoroaster”, who lived in Persia somewhere between 1500 B.C. and 1000 B.C.E., and who founded the monotheistic religion of Zoroastrianism.  Note that Christ was baptized by John the Baptist when he was thirty years old, just the age at which Nietzsche says that Zarathustra left his home to go into the mountains.)

1. Why does Z leave his mountain solitude (PN 122)?  How is this related to his insight, or “new truth” (PN 135f); to his teaching (PN 173f); and to what he sees in his dream (PN 195f)?
2. What changes in Z does the old hermit saint in the forest notice?

3. When Z reaches the town, what doctrine does he “preach”?  What is the result?  (PN 124-132).  (The jester mentioned on p. 131 is presumably the spirit of gravity, whom we shall encounter again in the very important Third Part.)  What does this suggest about the difficulty of “preaching” Nietzsche’s doctrine.
4. What is the overman (Übermensch) (PN 124ff)?

5. What is the “last man” (PN 129)?

First Part, Chapters 1-5 (PN 137-149):
6. What are the three metamorphoses of the spirit, and what do they represent?  (PN 197 is also useful here.)
7. Chapter 3, “On the Afterworldly”, can be read as Nietzsche’s self-criticism of his earlier years as a Schopenhauerian pessimist.  What is his “diagnosis” of the cause of such pessimism?  

8. What is Nietzsche’s view of the relation between body and soul (see Chapters 3 and 4: “On the despisers of the body”)?
First Part, Chapter 17:
9. What kind of freedom does Zarathustra seek: negative freedom (from external constraints to satisfying one’s desires) or positive freedom (for actualizing one’s potential)?
Second Part, Chapter 12:

10. What do you think that Z means when he claims that life itself (whose essence is the will to power) confides to him that “‘I am that which must always overcome itself’” (PN 227)?
Third Part, Chapter 2:

11. The chapter “On the vision and the riddle” is the high point of Thus Spoke Zarathustra.  Try to tie the various aspects of the narrative together: 
a. the spirit of gravity (the half dwarf/half mole who drips leaden thoughts into Z’s brain, and who represents the nauseatingly heavy weight of the historical past, i.e., the snake that has bitten itself into the young shepherd’s throat);

b. the eternal recurrence of the same in the gateway of the moment, where the infinite past meets the infinite future; and
c. Z’s command to the shepherd to bite off the head of the nauseating snake, and the shepherd’s subsequent laughter after having done so and spat out the snake’s head – representing the future coming of the overman.
