Nietzsche & Nihilism

Worksheet on Nietzsche, Twilight of the Idols, “What the Germans Lack”, sections 7-11, 14, 18-26, 32-48 (PN pp. 517-521, 522f, 524-553; NOTE THE CHANGE FROM SYLLABUS); and The Gay Science (PN pp. 93-102, 447-450)
*1. The section from The Gay Science entitled “The Madman” is very important.  Why is it important to Nietzsche that “God is dead.  God remains dead.  And we have killed him” (p. 95)?  How is this different from mere atheism?  Is Nietzsche’s proclamation merely a statement of his belief (or, rather, lack of belief)?  Explain.
2. Nietzsche offers a particularly clear definition and critique of what he terms “the will to truth” (also discussed in the Genealogy of Morals) on pp. 447-451.  What is it?

3. On p. 520, Nietzsche makes a very un-Schopenhauerian point about music.  What is this?

4. What is Nietzsche’s view of art (see pp. 98f, 518-521, 525-530)?  Note that he still accepts the distinction between the Apollonian and the Dionysian.  How are they similar?  How are the different?  How is the architect “neither a Dionysian nor an Apollonian state” (p. 520)?
5. What basic similarity does Nietzsche see between the Christian and the socialist (or “anarchist”) (pp. 534f)? 
6. What is Nietzsche’s view of self-imposed euthanasia, and what are his reasons for this view (pp. 536f)?

7. Explain Nietzsche’s view of freedom as “the will to assume responsibility for oneself.  That one maintains the distance which separates us.  That one becomes more indifferent to difficulties, hardships, privation, even to life itself” (p. 542).  Why does he find political liberalism inimical to freedom in his sense?
8. What does Nietzsche admire about the Renaissance and Goethe (pp. 548, 553-555)?

9. On pp. 561-563, Nietzsche offers some interesting reflections on the Dionysian as “the eternal return of life; the future promised and hallowed in the past; the triumphant Yes to life beyond all death and change; true life as the over-all continuation of life through procreation, through the mysteries of sexuality” (p. 561).  Try to explain this, especially what you think Nietzsche means by “the eternal return,” or “eternal recurrence (of the same).” 

