Nietzsche & Nihilism; worksheet on Nietzsche, Twilight of the Idols (1888) PN pp. 473-505
At the heart of the Western values that Nietzsche wants to overturn is the one he addresses as “the problem of Socrates”, based in Socrates’ attitude toward life, and shared by those who are regarded as “the wisest sages of all times” (e.g., Plato, St. Augustine, and Descartes).

1. What attitude toward life does Nietzsche attribute to Socrates and “the wisest men of all ages” (sect 1 on p. 473)?

2. For Nietzsche, however, “the value of life cannot be estimated”, or estimated (sect 2 on p. 474).  What is Nietzsche’s argument for this conclusion (see also sect. 11 on p. 478f; and sect. 5 on pp. 490f, where he makes his argument more explicit)? 
3.  For Nietzsche, Socrates lived at a time in which the traditional Greek values were in decline, degeneration, or decadence.  What were these values, and what new values did Socrates promote?  What reasons does Nietzsche give for these claims?  Nietzsche (sect. 7 on p. 476) suggests that Socrates was motivated by ressentiment (French for “resentful vengefulness”; literally: feeling again).  What do you think he means here?  What kind of people might Socrates have resented?
4. Explain, in your own words, what Nietzsche means by saying that the “true” world finally became a fiction, or fable (pp. 485f).  In particular, what does he call the “true” world (think of Plato’s realm of the Forms and the traditional Christian notion of Heaven)?
5. Explain what Nietzsche means, in the section entitled “Morality as Anti-Nature”, when he says that a morality bent on “destroying the passions and cravings” (sect. 1 on p. 486) is “hostile to life” (sect. 1 on p. 487). 
6. What alternative morality does Nietzsche pose to the traditional Western European one (pp. 489-492)?
7. Nietzsche argues that “the four great errors” combine to produce the illusion that our actions are caused by our (metaphysically) free will, and that we (i.e., the “I” [sect. 3 on pp. 494f]) are therefore morally responsible for our actions.  (As we have seen, Augustine and Descartes are good examples of philosophers who believe in free will.)  How does he think we get the idea of a free will?

8. What does Nietzsche think is the real reason for our belief in free will (sect. 7 on pp. 499f)?  

9. Since Nietzsche rejects the doctrine of free will, he must believe that everything happens according to fate.  Nevertheless, he speaks of the possibility of “the great liberation” (sect. 8 on p. 501).  What does this consist in, and how could it be brought about?

