Nietzsche & Nihilism; Worksheet on Heidegger, “Nietzsche: The Will to Power (European Nihilism)” (1940), Chapters 1-5, 7-9 (Nietzsche Vol. IV, pp. 3-35, 43-58)
1. What does Heidegger take to be the five major rubrics of Nietzsche’s thought, and how are they related?  Do you think that Heidegger left anything important out?  Explain.

2. How does Heidegger define “nihilism” (pp. 4-23)?  Do you think his definition fits Nietzsche’s view?
3. What are the three forms of nihilism, and how are they related?

(Note: “historicism” on p. 54 is a kind of relativism, i.e., the denial that there is really any truth.  In particular, historicism regards all ideas and judgments as merely caused by historical circumstances.  Heidegger gives a good characterization of it in the last full sentence on p. 74.  Nietzsche rejects it as another manifestation of slave morality, or “passive nihilism”, especially its desire to assign blame for all of one’s suffering.  The “transcendent” on p. 55 [line 7] and p. 78 should read “supersensible”.)

4. Heidegger addresses two aspects of Nietzsche’s view of nihilism: The first is (1) that nihilism is literally the history of the devaluation of what were previously taken to be the “highest” values, together with the ensuing crisis in values and the attempt to overcome it (N IV pp. 53-57).  Try to explicate this in your own words.

5. Can you think of an example in recent or contemporary culture of “attempts to circumvent nihilism without revaluating prior values,” and that Nietzsche regards as doing “the opposite” and making “the problem worse” (WM 28, quoted at N IV p. 55)?
6. In Chapters 7-9, we get a sense of how Nietzsche’s view of metaphysics (a.k.a. “Platonism [cf. p. 45], “cosmological values” [p. 50], “pessimism” [pp. 53-55], or “passive nihilism” [p. 55]) contrasts with Heidegger’s (e.g., pp. 52f).  Try to elucidate this.  In particular, what is a value?  Why are values valid? 
