Nietzsche & Nihilism; Spring 2004; worksheet on Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals: A Polemic (1887), Preface and First Essay (BWN pp. 451-492)
Note: This assignment is probably the most important single reading from Nietzsche of the semester.  I very strongly suggest that you write an analytic response paper on one or two of the questions on this worksheet.
1. What is the topic of this book, as stated in the Preface?
2. What is the theory of the origin of morality by such English psychologists as Dr. Paul Rée in his 1877 The Origin of the Moral Sensations?  (Note the similarity here between Rée’s theory and that of modern evolutionary psychology.)

3. In section 2, Nietzsche gives a historical reason against the theory mentioned in question 2.  What is this?  How does Nietzsche regard the historical origin of the earliest values of “good” vs. “bad” – and which social class was responsible for them?
4. In section 3, Nietzsche gives a psychological reason against the theory mentioned in question 2.  What is this?  
5. In sections 4 and 5, Nietzsche gives an etymological argument against the theory mentioned in question 2 – that there is a commonality among all early words for good.  What is this?  (By the way, what was the original meaning of the word “mean”, now used morally to refer to someone who is cruel?)
6. How does Nietzsche regard the morality of ancient Jewish priests (pp. 469ff)?  What is his view of its origin?  Who does he suggest “inherited this Jewish revaluation” (p. 470)?

7. Note: in section 8, how does Nietzsche characterize Jesus’ morality?  (Note that he will drastically revise this interpretation just a year later in The Anti-Christ.)
* 8. Section 10 (pp. 472ff) contains some of the most important passages we will read this semester: What is “the slave revolt in morality”, what is ressentiment, and what role does the latter play in the former? *  Which morality – noble of “good vs. bad” or slave of “good vs. evil” – is more likely to falsify those whom it regards as the opposite of “good”?  Why?
9. In the last paragraph of section 10, Nietzsche makes the very interesting suggestion that only with noble, not slave, morality makes possible “genuine ‘love of one’s enemies’”.  What is his reasoning here?

10. Which comes first in noble morality – the concept of good or bad?  And which comes first in slave morality – the concept of good or evil?  (pp. 475f)
11. Nietzsche mentions the term “nihilism” on p. 455 and p. 480.  How does he use the term here?

12. What does Nietzsche find “absurd” (p. 481) about slave morality of “good” vs. “evil”?  What does he think is the real reason for the doctrine of the metaphysically “free will”? 

13. What does Nietzsche regard to be the origin of the belief in an afterlife in Heaven (pp. 483ff)?

14. Which morality, master or slave, does Nietzsche think has won out as he was writing the Genealogy?

(Note the difference in Nietzsche’s evaluation of Luther’s Protestant Reformation in the 1872 Birth of Tragedy [pp. 136-139] and the 1887 Genealogy [p. 490].)
