Nietzsche & Nihilism




handout on Ernst Jünger (1895-1998)
The Worker: Domination and Form (1932): attempts to make a “new reality” accessible, where it’s “less about new thoughts or a new system” (Foreword).
“the ways and means of how the worker’s form [= metaphysical power {113} = source of giving sense {148}] begins to penetrate the world are the total character of work” (99), which is a “new and particular will to power” (70).
Technology is “the symbol of the worker’s form” (72).

“In order to possess an effective relation to technology, one must be something more than a technician” (149).

“Technology is the ways and means in which the worker’s form mobilizes the world” (150).

Technology, “as mobilization of the world through the worker’s form,” is “the destroyer of every faith in general, and thus also the most decisive anti-Christian power that has appeared up to now” (154).

“Domination is today possible as the representation of the worker’s form, which lays claim to planetary validity” (192).
On/over/across the Line (1951) is a “diagnosis of our condition” of the “line” – the “zero-point”, or “zero-meridian” – i.e., nihilism (= “the basic power” = the worker’s form = where “humanity’s princely appearance is missing” [10]); and how to “cross the line” toward the new “basic value” (31).
“A good definition of nihilism could be compared with making a carcinogen visible.  It would not mean the cure, but rather probably its presupposition, insofar as humans in general contribute to it.  It’s a matter of a process that goes far beyond history” (11).

Nihilistic currents are primarily characterized by “reduction” [e.g., T.S. Eliot’s The Wasteland], in which “excess dries up: humanity feels itself as exploited in multiple, and not only economic, relations… which does not preclude the reduction from being bound together for long stretches with a growing development of power and cogency” (22f).

“The whole is in play…  It’s about the planet in general” (28).

“There can be no doubt that our constant stock [i.e., persons, works, and equipment] as a whole has moved over the critical line.  Thus dangers and security are changed” (30f).

“The moment in which the line is passed brings being’s turning toward us anew; thus begins the shimmering of what really is” (32). 
“The [will to] Total Mobilization has reached a stage much more threatening than the earlier one.  Naturally, the German is no longer its subject, and thus the danger grows that he will be conceived as its object” (36).

“Please note: All these concepts (form, type, organic construction, total) are there for conceiving.  They don’t matter to us.  They may be summarily forgotten or set down after they have been used as tools in working to grasp a particular reality that subsists despite and beyond every concept; the reader must look through the description as through an optical system” (296).
Heidegger (1939-40) on Jünger’s The Worker: “It has weight because it, in a manner different from [the 1922 Decline of the West by Oswald] Spengler, achieves what up to now all Nietzsche literature could not – to communicate an experience of beings and how they are in the light of Nietzsche’s projection of beings as will to power [and ‘achieves the description of European nihilism in its phase after the first World War.’]  In so doing, Nietzsche’s metaphysics is naturally in no way conceived thoughtfully and the ways toward this are not once shown; rather the opposite: this metaphysics becomes, instead of question-worthy, self-evident and apparently superfluous.”
Heidegger (1955) to Jünger: “My elucidation attempts to meet your medical diagnosis in the middle.  You peer over and cross the line.  I just first look at the line you’ve re-presented.  The one aids the other reciprocally in the extent and clarity of experiencing.”
