Here are three more topics for the second paper, which is due November 21, 2006, and should be around 6 double-spaced pages in length.  Remember that you may also write on another topic, such as any indicated by an asterisk (“*”) on the worksheets.

Discuss the issue of the legitimacy of abortion in the terms of Locke’s view of natural rights in the Second Treatise of Government.  Be sure to sufficiently explain the theoretical basis for Locke’s views, including (a) the role that God plays in founding natural rights, (b) why someone’s body is their property, (c) the extent and limits to which someone can legitimately do what they want with their own property, (d) why it is illegitimate for one person to harm another, and (e) why and to what extent someone threatened may legitimately harm the person threatening him (making sure to explain Locke’s views on whether it is relevant that the threat be intentional, and why he holds these views.)  Consider the legitimacy of abortion under two alternate assumptions.  On the one hand, assuming that the fetus is not a person, would a mother have a legitimate right to have an abortion?  On the other hand, assuming that the fetus is a person, what would Locke’s views imply about the legitimacy of abortion (1) in a case where abortion would be the only way to save the life of the mother; (2) in a case where the pregnancy results from rape; and (3) in a “normal” case, where neither (1) nor (2) applies?
One theme we have explored in this course is the development of the basic interpretation of being as act, i.e., the exertion or effect of a substance’s efficient causality.  We have seen that this interpretation of being occupies “center stage” in medieval philosophy, from Augustine through Aquinas and Duns Scotus.  We have also seen that it undergoes a radicalization in Martin Luther, so that even the moral law becomes irrelevant in God’s bestowal of grace or the individual’s faith.  Explain how this interpretation of being is implicitly presupposed in Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy.  In particular, examine its role in his argument for the indubitability of his own existence (in Meditation II), the existence of God (in Meditation III), and the existence of physical objects (in Meditation VI).
What exactly is the concept of free will (say, in St. Augustine, or as discussed by Descartes in Meditation IV)?  Explain Hobbes’ and Locke’s arguments that free will is impossible.  Is there a difference between their views?
