Death, Sex, and the Body: Phenomenology and Foucault
Prof. Boedeker

“Panopticism,” “Complete and Austere Institutions”, “Illegalities and Delinquency”, and “The Carceral” from Discipline and Punish (1975): FR, pp. 207-238; and “The Politics of Health in the Eighteenth Century” (1976): FR, pp. 273-289.
“Panopticism”

1. How were panoptical techniques employed in “ordering the human multiplicities” (p. 207) beyond the walls of the prison?  What are the here criteria of the “tactics” of panoptical power (p. 207)?  What social factors in the 18th century gave rise to the need for such tactics, and how are these related to the growth of industrial capitalism (pp. 208-211)?

2. How does Foucault see the Enlightenment liberties (individual rights, etc.) as related to the disciplines of observing and classifying people into minutely different types (pp. 211-213)?
“Complete and Austere Institutions”

3. What is the “delinquent”, and how is s/he different from the offender (p. 219)?  How is the knowledge of the delinquent accomplished under panoptical power in 19th-Century penitentiaries? 

“Illegalities and Delinquency”

4. What does Foucault mean when he says that “For the observation that prison fails to eliminate crime, one should perhaps substitute the hypothesis that prison has succeeded extremely well in producing delinquency” (p. 231)?

“The Carceral”

5. Mettray was an agricultural colony intended to receive children discharged by the courts or placed there by their parents to be locked up and raised for a fixed number of years.  What was it like?  Why does Foucault accord it such importance in the history of the penitentiary?

“The Politics of Health in the Eighteenth Century” (1976)

“Noso-politics” (p. 274) means “politics of illness,” and, presumably also the treatment of illness.  “Morbid” doesn’t have to do with death, but, again, with illness.  The Elector Palatine in 1800 (p. 275) was the last ruler of one of the territories, surrounding the Rhine River, of the decaying Holy Roman Empire, which was dissolved in 1806 when defeated by French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte.
6. Foucault speaks of three areas in which issues surrounding health and medicine began to change in the second half of the 18th Century: (1) the child and the family (pp. 279-282), and (2) hygiene and medicine (pp. 282-284). What general trends does he see during this period, which he calls “dehospitalization” (p. 286)?
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