Regional Peers Grid


	Institution
	Minor
	Bachelor
	Graduate Certificate
	Masters
	Doctoral
	Total

	Minnesota State University at Mankato
	
	B.A. Technical Communi-cation
	
	M.A. Technical Communi-cation
	
	2

	Minnesota State University, Southwest
	Minor, Professional, Technical, or Scientific Writing
	B.A. Professional Writing & Communi-cation
	
	
	
	2

	Winona State University
	
	B.A. Writing Option
	
	
	
	1

	University of Wisconsin - LaCrosse
	
	B.A. in Rhetoric & Writing
	
	
	
	1

	University of Wisconsin – Stout
	
	B.S. Technical Communi-cation
	
	
	
	1

	University of Wisconsin, Platteville
	
	B.A. in Humanities, English Professional Writing
	
	
	
	1

	Northern Illinois University
	Minor in Applied Communi-cation


	
	
	M.A. in Literature and Rhetoric & Compo-sition

M.A. in Rhetoric and Professional Writing
	Ph.D. in English
	4

	Western Illinois University
	Minor in Professional Writing
	
	
	M.A. in Writing
	
	2

	Southern Illinois University
	
	
	
	M.A. in Rhetoric and Composition
	Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Compo-sition
	2

	Truman State University
	
	B.A. English, Composition concent.
	
	
	
	1

	University of Central Missouri
	none
	
	
	
	
	0

	Northwest Missouri State University
	Minor in Writing
	B.S. in English
	
	
	
	2

	Missouri Western State University
	Minor in English Tech Comm
	B.A. English, Technical Communi-cation

B.S. in Converging Media
	Certificate in Teaching Writing
	Master of Applied Arts in Integrated Media

Master of Applied Arts in Written Communi-cation
	
	6

	University of Nebraska at Omaha
	
	B.A. in Writing and Linguistics
	Graduate Certificate in Advanced Writing

Graduate Certificate in Technical Communi-cation
	
	
	3

	South Dakota State University
	Minor in Professional Writing
	
	
	M.A. in Language & Rhetoric
	
	2

	University of North Dakota
	
	B.A. English, Writing & Publishing
	
	
	
	1

	North Dakota State University
	Minor in Writing Studies
	B.A., English, Communi-cation Option
	
	M.A. in Composition
	Ph.D. in Practical Writing (proposed 19 June 2007)
	4

	Minot State University
	Expository Writing concentration
	B.A. English, Writing Option
	
	
	
	2

	Black Hills State University
	Minor in Writing
	
	
	
	
	1

	Total = 19
	8
	15
	3
	9
	3
	38


Summary: This table presents a broader perspective on Writing Programs than the Regents’ Peer institution list. This examines 19 universities nearest the Iowa border in contiguous states as well as two more distant universities: Minot State in North Dakota and Black Hills State in South Dakota. Traditional research universities such as Missouri – Columbia, Wisconsin – Madison, and the University of South Dakota are excluded. On average each institution offers 2 degree programs in writing, excluding strictly creative writing. Eleven offer more than UNI, seven the same number, though not kind, and one less than UNI. Seven institutions offer 2 degree programs, six offer a single program, 4 offer more than two and one does not offer any.

What this table shows is that out of the 19 sampled, only one university, Central Missouri (UCM), does not offer any kind of degree in writing. Like UW-Stout, UCM has a combined department in English and Philosophy. They also have a smaller undergraduate population than UNI (about 8,000 compared to UNI’s 11,000). They do offer a graduate degree in TESL and a minor in creative writing in addition to their B.S. teaching and B.A. degree.

In addition to UCM, one institution, Black Hills State University (BHSU) offers only a minor in writing. Again, this is a smaller institution (about 4,000 students) with far less faculty (12 total listed, 9 TT). However, out of these 12, one is listed as Director of the Writing Center AND as Instructor while another is listed as Director of the Writing Program AND as Associate Professor. Additionally, in December 2007, the Chronicle of Higher Education listed a job announcement for a full-time position teaching technical writing and composition.

Ten institutions (BHSU, Minot State, Winona State, North Dakota State, University of North Dakota, Northwest Missouri, Truman State, University of Nebraska – Lincoln, University of Wisconsin – Platteville, University of Wisconsin - LaCrosse) have programs in Writing that do not programmatically distinguish between creative and professional or expository writing. In other words, a student may complete a degree in “Writing” by taking a mix of courses, or by choosing to take only those courses which pertain to the kind of writing they prefer. They are not restricted to a particular mode of written expression. The other ten distinguish between writing done for literary purposes and those for technical, professional, or scientific purposes. 

Of the kinds of degrees offered, 23 are undergraduate and 15 are graduate. This is distinct from the Regents’ Peer Institution list comparison which favored graduate programs, especially Master’s-level programs. Of the 23 undergraduate programs, most (15) are a bachelor degree, often in association with some form of literary study. 

